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Mark Tattersall
Caroline Green
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Artistic Director
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Administrator & Bar Manager
Finance Manager
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Jo Simons
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Youth Theatre Director
Youth Music Director
Membership Secretary

BOARD
Terry Hooley (Treasurer), Tess James,
Roger Jarvis, Sara Lock, Fiona Pearson,
Louise Sheaves (Chair), Peter Smith
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Jennie Veale, Trevor Ware, Carl Woodward
HONORARY PATRONS
Tracy Chevalier, Jennifer Coombs,
Lord and Lady Fellowes, Graham Snow,
Dame Harriet Walter, Minette Walters
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Dorchester Arts Centre is registered in England and Wales as a Company Limited by Guarantee No. 2752793.
Dorchester
The Corn Exchange, High East Street, Dorchester, Dorset DT1 1HF
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WELCOME
Last year we made a commitment to programme
more work for children and families - both because
we believe it is hugely important for young people
to have local access to the arts and because the
young audiences of today are our adult audiences of
tomorrow. We have been delighted by the reaction,
both in terms of audience numbers and feedback
from youngsters and their families.
This season our children’s programming features
vikings, unicorns, adventures at sea and disgusting
songs - hopefully something for everybody in there!
Jon Godber’s modern classic Teechers will appeal
to adults and teenagers alike, and aspiring young

musicians have the chance to see and hear BBC
Young Musician winner Martin James Bartlett upclose in March - still only 21, but supremely talented
and truly inspiring.
And because we know that cost can be a big barrier,
tickets for a dozen shows this season can be bought
by 14-25 year-olds for just £5, so look out for the
Live for 5 logo...

Mark Tattersall Artistic Director, Dorchester Arts
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Kinetics

Gala Premiere
Wednesday
10 January

FILM – Plaza Cinema
6pm, £10 to include drinks
reception at Corn Exchange

Second showing

Friday 12 January
FILM – Plaza Cinema
6pm
£7

Brave, honest and humorous. Kinetics was written for the
stage by Dorchester-based actor and writer Sue Wylie
and has toured to great acclaim. This brand new film
version will not only take the story to a wider audience
but will also be used as a training and information
resource for Parkinson’s nurses, carers, doctors and
medical students.
Kinetics is based on the remarkable true story of two
people seemingly at polar opposites. As Rose tries
to come to terms with her diagnosis with early-onset
Parkinson’s, an unlikely friendship springs up when Lukas
comes tumbling into her life. But will the bond between
them be strong enough when things go wrong?

‘Extremely brave and well-constructed. Should be
compulsory viewing for anyone caring for those with
Parkinson’s.’ Audience feedback
‘This is an amazing story that needs to be told.’
Dorset Echo
‘Watching your play was a very emotional experience for
me, as much of what you are saying is how my journey
has been…a wonderful vehicle to give the public a real
insight to living with Parkinson’s.’ Audience feedback

Both showings will be followed by a Q&A with the author
and a Parkinson’s specialist.
4
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THE Surfin’ Birds
Fuelled by Cider

Friday 19 January

MUSIC – Corn Exchange
8pm (doors & bar 7.30pm)
£11 / £9 members & concessions
Please note this event is standing only
The Surfin’ Birds have earned a reputation for being one
of the most exciting live acts in the area. They appeal to
fans of rockabilly, surf, psychedelic and good old fashioned
rock ‘n’ roll music, without ever being constrained by any
one genre. All My Dreams is the band’s second full length
album and will be released on the Fuelled By Cider label,
with copies available to buy at the gig itself.
With support from Amy Brown and The Hawkmen plus guest
performers and poetry from James Askew. All this combined
promises to be more than your average Friday night out.
Box Office 01305 266926 www.dorchesterarts.org.uk
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CodeBreakers –
THE Story of EnigmA
A Viennese Whirl
Swansea City Opera
Saturday 20 January

OPERA – Corn Exchange
8pm (doors & bar 7.30pm)
£16 / £14 members & concessions
Swansea City Opera return for a fourth time with another
evening of superb singing, top-notch musicianship, and
witty and fascinating repartee. A Viennese Whirl features
the music of Johann Strauss, Franz Lehar, Fritz Kreisler
and many others, evoking the magic and music of Vienna
and transporting audiences to the banks of the dreamy
Danube. The evening is hosted by the charismatic Artistic
Director of SCO, Brendan Wheatley, who introduces the
music of the Viennese greats in his own inimitable style.
6

Dr Mark Baldwin

Sunday 21 January

ENTertAINMENT – Corn Exchange
2.30pm (doors & bar 2pm)
£14 / £12 members and concessions / £5 Live for 5
Codebreakers tells one of the Second World War’s most
fascinating stories. Allied codebreakers deciphered a
vast number of German secret messages and used the
intelligence gained to hasten Allied victory. Dr Mark Baldwin’s
illustrated talk provides an entertaining and instructive
account of the Enigma machine, the legendary codebreakers
of Bletchley Park, and the effects of the their incredible
work on the progress of the war. The show is followed by a
question and answer session and a hands-on demonstration
of one of the very few surviving Enigma machines.
‘Dr Mark Baldwin…had the audience spellbound’
Susan Bailey, BCS Branch Committee

Dorchester Arts The Corn Exchange, High East Street, Dorchester, Dorset DT1 1HF

Sultans of String
Wednesday 24 January

FOLK MUSIC – Corn Exchange
8pm (doors & bar 7.30pm)
£13 / £11 members and concessions
Three-time Canadian JUNO Award nominees and
Billboard charting band Sultans of String creates
“Energetic and exciting music from a band with talent
to burn!” according to Maverick Magazine. Thrilling their
audiences with their genre-hopping passport of Celtic
reels, flamenco, gypsy-jazz, Arabic, Cuban and South
Asian rhythms, the group celebrates musical fusion and
human creativity with warmth and virtuosity. Acoustic
strings meet electronic wizardry to create layers and
depth of sound, while world rhythms bring audiences to
their feet with the irresistible need to dance.
‘Chris McKhool and the boys are fantastic!’
Bob Ezrin (Producer--Pink Floyd, Kiss)
Box Office 01305 266926 www.dorchesterarts.org.uk

Bessie Smith: Empress
of Blues and Jazz
Saturday 27 January

BLUES / JAZZ – Corn Exchange
8pm (doors & bar 7.30pm)
£15 / £13 members & concessions
Nicknamed the “Empress of the Blues”, Bessie Smith was
one the most popular female singers of the 1920s and
1930s and a major influence on other jazz singers.
Ma Bessie (Julia Titus) and her blues troupe perform to a
narrated show, featuring music from the era and showcasing
many of Bessie’s songs. The show chronicles her life from
a one-room shack in Blue Goose Hollow, through becoming
the highest-paid black entertainer of that time, to the tragic
accident on Route 61 in September 1937
that ended her life at the age of just 43.
Dorchester Arts
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Emily Maguire
Friday 9 February

MUSIC – Corn Exchange
8pm (doors & bar 7.30pm)
£13 / £11 members & concessions / £5 Live for 5
Singer-songwriter, composer, poet, multi-instrumentalist
and mental health advocate, Emily Maguire is an artist
like no other. Her remarkable life story has inspired
beautiful music and thought-provoking lyrics, expressively
performed in her stunning live performances across the
globe. Emily has been entrancing audiences wherever
she goes. Come and hear for yourself why she is ‘a talent
to be reckoned with’ (R2)
‘Exquisite’ Uncut
‘Music for the soul’ Maverick Magazine
8

The Pasadena Roof
Orchestra
Saturday 10 February

JAZZ / SWING – Corn Exchange
8pm (doors & bar 7.30pm)
£22 / £20 members & concessions
A vintage dance band in every sense of the word! For
45 years the Pasadena Roof Orchestra have been
re-creating the sounds of a golden era of music from
the 1920s and 1930s. Enjoy beautifully arranged songs
from Irving Berlin, Ray Noble, Cole Porter and their
contemporaries and re-live the electrifying hot jazz from
Fletcher Henderson and Duke Ellington. So pack up your
troubles, come on get happy, and experience an evening
of superlative live music, with more than a dash of wit
and humour.
‘An evening of rare musical entertainment’
The Financial Times

Dorchester Arts The Corn Exchange, High East Street, Dorchester, Dorset DT1 1HF

The Sagas of
Noggin the Nog

Third Party Productions
Sunday 11 February

FAMILY THEATRE – Corn Exchange
2.30pm (doors at 2pm)
£9 / £7 members & concessions /
£28 family ticket (max. 2 adults)
Age guidance: 4+
In the ‘Lands of the North’ where the black rocks stand
guard against the cold sea, in the dark night that is very
long, the ‘Men of the Northlands’ sit around their great
log fires and tell a tale. These Viking storytellers bring the
wonderful tales of Noggin (created by Oliver Postgate &
Peter Firmin) to the stage in this new piece of theatre for
children, families and fans.
‘Devilishly good fun’ The Guardian
Also at Bridport Arts Centre
Box Office 01305 266926 www.dorchesterarts.org.uk

CHILDREN’S VIKING
Workshop
with Arts2Educate

Monday 12 February
JOIN IN – Corn Exchange
10am – 12noon
£7 / £5 siblings
Ages 6-10

Join Dorchester Arts favourite Abi Thommes in this
fantastic workshop where the participants will be able
to take on the role of Viking warriors, inspired by Noggin
the Nog. Using role-play to build a ship and sail the seas,
you will get the opportunity to make props for your play
including shields, helmets and masks. The workshop
finale will be a performance for parents and carers of all
that has been created!
Tickets just £4 if you also buy a ticket for The
Sagas of Noggin the Nog!
Dorchester Arts
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JOHN HUDSON

Mario Lanza and Me

Wednesday 14 February

CLASSICAL MUSIC – Corn Exchange
8pm (doors & bar 7.30pm)
£15 / £13 members & concessions

e’s
ntin
Vale ecial
Sp

A chance encounter in 1973 with a gramophone and
a Mario Lanza LP was a life- changing moment for
internationally acclaimed tenor John Hudson. In this
loving tribute to one of the world’s greatest voices, John
shows us how Mario changed not only his life, but the
lives of many more. Stolen from the opera world by
Hollywood, he became the world’s first “crossover” artist.
This Valentine’s Day, relive the songs that captured the
hearts of a generation with classics such as O Sole Mio,
Vesti La Giubba and I’ll Walk With God.
10
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We Are The Lions,
Mr Manager

Thomas HardyE School
MUSICAL SHOWCASEs

Townsend Productions
Friday 16 February

THEATRE – Corn Exchange
8pm (doors & bar 7.30pm)
£13 / £11 members & concessions / £5 Live for 5
We Are The Lions, Mr. Manager! is the remarkable story
of Jayaben Desai the inspirational leader of the 1976-78
Grunwick Strike. She not only stood up for workers’ rights
and against oppression with selfless dedication, but with
her steadfast resolve, she turned the dispute into a national
movement for human rights and dignity inspiring future
generations. A welcome return for Townsend Productions
(We Will Be Free; The Ragged Trousered Philanthropists).
Also at Bridport Arts Centre and The Marine Theatre,
Lyme Regis.

Thursday 22 &
Wednesday 28 February

FUNDRAISER / MUSIC – Corn Exchange
1pm (doors 12.20pm)
FREE (Donations welcome)
The Thomas Hardye School presents a concert series of
solo performances by sixth-form students who are taking
Music A-level. As ever, there will be a great variety of music
and a great deal of talent on show. Where else are you
likely to hear a classical singer, solos on electric guitar,
oboe, trombone, or drum kit all in the same concert?
These annual concerts have grown more and more
popular in the last 10 years and are a wonderful
opportunity for audiences to hear and support our own
young musicians.

Proud to support the
Spring Season of Drama

Box Office 01305 266926 www.dorchesterarts.org.uk
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Black and White
with a touch of pink!
Fundraising Gala

Friday 23 February

the dance floor. Join us in a transformed Corn Exchange
for some black and white (and pink) glamour!
A fundraising event in aid of Dorchester Arts.

Jive Workshop

FUNDRAISER – Corn Exchange
7pm (doors and bar 6.30pm)
£45pp or £400 for a table of 10

for beginners and advanced
beginners

Join us for an evening of dinner, dancing, music and magic
to banish the February blues! Your evening includes a
welcome glass of pink Prosecco, three courses and wine,
auctions of items and experiences, plus some special
guests to weave a little magic. A chance to relax and enjoy
yourselves as spring waits just around the corner!

JOIN IN – Corn Exchange
7.30pm-9.00pm
Gala ticket holders £5 each (£7 for two),
non-Gala goers £7 each (£10 for two)

Your host is BBC Radio Solent’s Steve Harris, your
auctioneer is the inimitable Garry Batt of Duke’s, and
popular swing band The Regular Joes will tempt you onto
Box Office 01305 266926 www.dorchesterarts.org.uk

Wednesday 7 February

Why not take advantage of our fun jive workshop, to
get you into the mood and dance with confidence?
A fun and informal evening of dance tuition to make
you ready for the gala night!
Dorchester Arts

@DorchesterArts
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The WildeS

Saturday 24 February

BLUES – Corn Exchange
8pm (doors & bar 7.30pm)
£14 / £12 members & concessions /
£5 Live for 5
Will and Dani Wilde have wowed audiences here with
their solo shows, and now they come together at the Corn
Exchange for a special ‘Live and Unplugged’ gig. Dani (on
vocals and guitar) and Will (on harmonica) will be sharing
songs from each of their respective new albums as well
as visiting material from their extensive back catalogues.
Will’s soulful blues-rock style combined with Dani’s
country and gospel tinged approach to the blues makes
for a heartwarming and foot-stomping show.
About Will Wilde: ‘Wilde’s live show is “A masterclass of
blues harp playing, bar none.’ Blues in the North West
About Dani Wilde: ’The entire audience was silenced and
caught in the spell of deep emotion’ Music News Magazine
14
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Dylan Thomas:
Mike Denham Speakeasy Clown in the Moon
Rhodri Miles
with Mike Snelling
Thursday 1 March
Wednesday 28 February

THEATRE – Corn Exchange
8pm (doors & bar 7.30pm)
£13 / £11 members & concessions / £5 Live for 5

JAZZ – Corn Exchange
8pm (doors & bar 7.30pm)
£14 / £12 members & concessions

We are delighted to welcome back pianist Mike Denham
for the first of his regular Speakeasy nights for 2018
where he will be joined on stage by clarinettist and
saxophonist Mike Snelling.
Mike spent many years combining his love of music with a
teaching career before turning to music full-time. He was
a member of the Big Chris Barber Band for three years and
has worked with some of the world’s finest players. Prepare
to hear some mesmerising playing influenced by the likes
of Ed Hall, Artie Shaw, Archie Semple, Omer Simeon, Benny
Goodman and Coleman Hawkins.
Box Office 01305 266926 www.dorchesterarts.org.uk

Rhodri Miles returns to Dorchester Arts as Dylan Thomas
following last year’s critically acclaimed performance as
Richard Burton. Clown In The Moon (the title of a poem
written when Dylan was 14) is a dramatic portrait of the
poet’s chaotic, frequently hilarious, and all too brief life.
Located in a BBC studio, it sets some of Dylan’s famous
broadcasts and iconic works alongside vivid reminiscences
of his clownish antics in pubs, bars and parties, and his
encounters with a host of eccentric and volatile women.
‘Captivating and deeply moving’ Londontheatre1

Dorchester Arts

Proud to support the
Spring Season of Drama

@DorchesterArts
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George Egg – DIY Chef
Friday 2 March

COMEDY – Corn Exchange
8pm (doors & bar 7.30pm)
£13 / £11 members & concessions / £5 Live for 5
Age guidance 14+
Comedian George Egg (a.k.a. the ‘Anarchist Cook’)
returns with a brand new show demonstrating more
live cooking and laugh-out-loud comedy. This show
sees George relocate to the garden shed where his
imagination and resourcefulness lead him to build an
improvised kitchen. It’s funny, inspiring and absurd in
equal measure. Expect power tools, gardening equipment
and office supplies to be re-purposed and abused. Expect
lots of laughs. Expect to learn something new. And you
get to taste the food at the end.
‘Trust us, you won’t believe how good the food tastes’
The Scotsman

16
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Elles Bailey

DYT Senior Company presents

BLUES – Corn Exchange
8pm (doors & bar 7.30pm)
£15 / £13 members & concessions

by Fin Kennedy

Saturday 3 March

Elles Bailey impressed Dorchester audiences so much
when she opened for Jo Harman at the Corn Exchange
in spring 2017 that she now makes a welcome return
with her own show. Elles has a talent for crafting and
seamlessly weaving rootsy blues, country and soulful
rock, with a contemporary edge. What’s more, fate has
blessed her with a ‘smoky vocal’ style that perfectly fits
her music.
‘A young woman blessed with an incredible voice’
Powerplay Magazine

The Domino Effect

Thursday 8 & Friday 9 March

YOUTH THEATRE – Corn Exchange
7.30pm (doors & refreshments 7pm)
£7.50 / £4 under 18s (special school rates available by
agreement- contact: finance@dorchesterarts.org.uk for
more details)
A silent girl finds her voice and her mother, when a
mysterious East End antiques dealer teaches her how
small actions lead to big effects and how to master the
law of unintended consequences. This is an amateur
production by arrangement with Nick Hern Books.

‘Every song is fresh and orginal’ Maverick Magazine 5/5★
Box Office 01305 266926 www.dorchesterarts.org.uk

Dorchester Arts
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The Boadicea of
Britannia Street
Somerleigh Players
Saturday 10 March

THEATRE / FUNDRAISER – Corn Exchange
8pm (doors & bar 7.30pm)
£12 / £10 members & concessions
In celebration of World Women’s Day, Dorchester Arts
Associate Amateur Theatre Group, Somerleigh Players,
presents Ade Morris’s funny and very touching play about
female friendship. Local journalist Fran, PE teacher Penny,
shy librarian Janet and feisty Annie form a writing group.
Over the course of a few weeks, home truths are shared along with a lot of tea and vodka. Inspired by Boadicea’s
courage, these women face their demons, overcome their
enemies and move on as friends to a better future. If only all
women had friends like these…
During the evening, there will be an opportunity to make a
donation to (North Dorset) Women’s Refuge.
Proud to support the
Spring Season of Drama

18
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Martin James BartletT Dorchester Piano
Wednesday 14 March
Quartet
CLASSICAL MUSIC – Corn Exchange
8pm (doors & bar 7.30pm)
£15 / £13 members & concessions / £5 Live for 5
Martin James Bartlett wowed us with this superb talent
in 2016 at the Corn Exchange. He returns by popular
demand this spring with a new programme including
works by Bach, Beethoven, Rachmaninov and Prokofiev.
Having won BBC Young Musician of the Year in 2014,
Bartlett has gone on to perform with major orchestras
in the UK and Europe and in 2017 was a finalist at the
prestigious Van Cliburn Competition in the USA.
The concert will open with a short performance by
Hannah McFarlane, a tremendously talented young cellist
from Dorchester.
‘The wit and colour in pianist Martin James Bartlett’s
playing was thrilling.’ The Times
Box Office 01305 266926 www.dorchesterarts.org.uk

Thursday 15 March

CLASSICAL MUSIC – Corn Exchange
1pm (doors 12.30pm)
FREE (donations for Dorchester Arts & Dorchester Piano
Quartet welcome)
We are delighted to welcome The Dorchester Piano
Quartet for their first lunchtime concert at the Corn
Exchange. The programme is: Schumann - Adagio and
Allegro for cello and piano and Brahms - Piano Quartet
in C minor.
Schumann completed this well-received piece at a time
in his life when he was particularly happy with his work.
After he died, the complex relationship between Brahms
and Schumann’s widow, Clara, continued, and often
found expression in works such as the Piano Quartet in C
minor, written in a way to express his love for Clara.
Dorchester Arts
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The Ronnie Scott’s
All Stars

The Ronnie Scott’s Soho Songbook
Friday 16 March

JAZZ – Corn Exchange
8pm (doors and bar 7.30pm)
£23 / £21 members and concessions
Direct from London’s world-famous jazz club, The Ronnie
Scott’s All Stars return to Dorchester. Their new show
features songs made famous by the many vocalists
and artists that have appeared at the club – from Nina
Simone and Ella Fitzgerald through to Sonny Rollins and
many others. The sensational band are joined by vocalist
Natalie Williams: “One of the UK’s hottest singers…”
Time Out. Projections of archive footage and classic
photography tell the story of the club, and this show is a
must for any music fan. Last year’s show was a sell-out,
so book early...
‘Full-on brilliance’ The Guardian
20
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I Believe in Unicorns

DOMINOES

Sunday 18 March

THEATRE – Corn Exchange
8pm (doors & bar 7.30pm)
£13 / £11 members & concessions / £5 Live for 5
Written and performed by Phoebe McIntosh, this bold new
solo show asks if the difficulties of the past will always pose
a threat to the future, and if discovering your identity means
picking a side. Mixed race history teacher, Layla McKinnon,
is days away from saying ‘I do’ to Andy McKinnon. Already
having the same surname as her fiancé used to be just a
funny coincidence but now it threatens to drive them apart.
Piecing together her family tree, she tries to hold onto her
best friend and her husband-to-be and find out who she is
and where she fits in. Dominoes is a pilot associate artist tour
of Black Theatre Live and the Lighthouse, Poole.

by Michael Morpurgo

Wednesday 21 March

FAMILY THEATRE – Corn Exchange
2pm & 4.30pm (doors half hour before performance)
£11 / £9 members & concessions / £36 family ticket
(max. 2 adults)
Age guidance: suitable for families with children 6+
Olivier Award nominated Wizard Presents brings best-selling
children’s author Michael Morpurgo’s treasured story to life.
This intimate show, featuring the wonderful Danyah Miller
(Why The Whales Came), is set in a library full of books
that hold more than stories within their pages. I Believe
in Unicorns sparks imagination in both young and old.
We challenge you not to believe in unicorns after joining
Tomas on his spellbinding journey. I Believe in Unicorns also
includes a ‘book swap’: see our website for further details.
‘Memorable, a glorious example of the
magic of storytelling. I didn’t like it, I
loved it!’ Michael Morpurgo
Box Office 01305 266926 www.dorchesterarts.org.uk

Dorchester Arts
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Morrish & Banham is a new modern, innovative Wine Merchant and Tasting Room located in
the vibrant Brewery Square development. We offer a comprehensive, eclectic range of hand
selected wines from the classic regions as well as the rising stars and iconic bottles from the
new wine world and fantastic Dorset wines, ales, ciders and spirits.
Come and see us to enjoy many of our wines by the glass in-store on a rotating, seasonal
basis with local artisan charcuterie and cheeses on offer to compliment your choice. We offer
regular tasting events and host private in-store tastings to suit your budget and tastes.
Join our mailing list at www.morrishandbanham.com to learn of our upcoming events for
the Summer!

Morrish & Banham
1 Pope Street, Brewery Square, Dorchester, DT1 1GW | Telephone: 01305 261 480
Email: mark@morrishandbanham.com | www.morrishandbanham.com
@morrishbanham
Morrishandbanham
Opening Hours: Monday-Thursday 10.00-18.00; Friday-Saturday 10.00-20.00; Sunday - Closed

22
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Teechers by John Godber
Blackeyed Theatre

Hardeep Singh Kohli:
Alternative, Fact.
Friday 23 March

COMEDY – Corn Exchange
8pm (doors & bar 7.30pm)
£15 / £13 members and concessions / £5 Live for 5
Critically acclaimed comedian Hardeep Singh Kohli brings
his show to Dorchester following its successful run at the
Edinburgh Fringe. Join Hardeep as he gives his unique
take on the political climate combined with his trademark
‘quick-witted patter’ ★★★★)
‘Something quite special...in-between the laughter are
stories of genuine power’ Broadway Baby ★★★★★

Saturday 24 March

THEATRE – Corn Exchange
2.30pm & 8pm (doors & bar half hour before performance)
£14 / £12 members & concessions / £5 Live for 5
Age guidance: 11+
Blackeyed Theatre revives its highly-acclaimed production
of John Godber’s classic comedy about life at a struggling
‘sink school’ for Mr Nixon, an unsuspecting new drama
teacher. Will Mr Nixon abandon his students for a green
and pleasant Grammar school? Who puts the bounce in
Miss Prime, the PE teacher? Will Mrs Parry ever find her
Koko? And why does everyone smell of spring onions?
Crammed full of unforgettable characters, political lefthooks and razor-sharp comedy, Teechers is more relevant
today than ever, a modern classic with something vital to
say about education for the ‘haves’ and ‘have nots’.

‘Enigmatic, entertaining and deserving of his long, loud
round of applause’ The Wee Review ★★★★
Box Office 01305 266926 www.dorchesterarts.org.uk

Proud to support the
Spring Season of Drama
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Mark Steel: Every
Little Thing’s Gonna
Be Alright
Thursday 29 March

COMEDY – Corn Exchange
8pm (doors & bar 7.30pm)
£15 / £13 members & concessions (subject to an
additional £1 Future Fund levy)
14+ (Parental Guidance: Likely to be swearing and
adult content)
Not so long ago, Donald Trump was a buffoon who surely
wasn’t going to beat Hilary Clinton and Mark was living
the married suburban ideal. A year later it’s all gone to
absolute s***! But don’t worry, as Mark thinks Every Little
Thing’s Gonna Be Alright. Mark has written and presented
many series of Mark Steel’s In Town on BBC Radio 4, has
presented the BAFTA nominated BBC Two Mark Steel
Lectures, is a regular on BBC One’s Have I Got News For
You and BBC Radio 4’s Newsquiz. Mark also writes an
award-winning weekly column for The Independent.
‘Interesting, engaging, funny’ The Mirror ★★★★★
24

A Heart at Sea
Half A String

Wednesday 4 April

FAMILY THEATRE – Corn Exchange
2.30pm (doors 2pm)
£9 / £7 members & concessions / £28 family ticket
(max. 2 adults)
Age guidance: 7+
Prepare to be enthralled by this epic folktale told on a
miniature scale. Original song-writing tells the story of a
boy who bottles up his heart and throws it into the sea.
Stunning visuals centre around a beautifully carved chest
holding the secrets to the story. Intricate puppets are
swept through this transforming wooden world as the boy
journeys through a heart-warming tale of whales, boats,
and beards. Intimate gig-theatre that will resonate with
all ages.
‘A Heart at Sea is an emotional, ingeniously imaginative
piece of storytelling…Young or old, this
show tugs at the heartstrings’
Young Perspective, Aug 2017 ★★★★★

Dorchester Arts The Corn Exchange, High East Street, Dorchester, Dorset DT1 1HF

‘Make a Fish’
Craft Session
Wednesday 4 April
JOIN IN – Town Hall
3.45pm – 4.45pm
£4 / £3 for siblings
Ages 7-12

We will be running a crafty session straight after ‘A Heart
at Sea’. Make a decorative sea creature to move around
and puppeteer yourself! Dorchester Art’s Participation
Officer Megan will be on hand to help out.
Tickets just £2 if you also buy a ticket for A Heart at Sea
Box Office 01305 266926 www.dorchesterarts.org.uk

Geoff Achison & The UK
Souldiggers
Friday 6 April

BLUES – Corn Exchange
8pm (doors & bar 7.30pm)
£15 / £13 members & concessions
Hailing from the deep south of Australia, Geoff Achison
has scores of devoted fans around the world with his
exciting blend of raw blues and funky grooves. He was
chosen as one of the “Top Ten Hottest New Guitarists”
by Guitar Player Magazine and was included in the “Top
100+ Guitarists You Should Know” roster. Geoff is able to
deliver the full blues-rock experience with his outstanding
combo The UK Souldiggers (drummer and perennial
Dorchester Art favourite Sam Kelly, keys-man Paul Jobson
and Andy Hodge on bass).
Dorchester Arts

@DorchesterArts
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Crimes Under The Sun

on an hilarious but murderous trip to a classic English
Riviera retreat. Directed by James Farrell (Associate
Director The 39 Steps, West End).

Saturday 7 April, 8pm
Sunday 8 April, 3pm

‘Hugely entertaining...terrific fun’
The Scotsman (on The Falcon’s Malteser) ★★★★

New Old Friends

THEATRE – Corn Exchange
(doors & bar ½ hr before performance)
£13 / £11 members & concessions £5 Live for 5
A comedy thriller featuring four actors playing multiple
outrageous characters, and a plot that romps along in
New Old Friends’ trademark inventive style. Inspired by
Agatha Christie, Hitchcock and film noir, you are invited
26

‘A mesmerising mix of murder, mayhem and laugh-outloud comedy... echoes of those word-play specialists the
Two Ronnies.’
The Stage (on Crimes Against Christmas) ★★★★
Proud to support the
Spring Season of Drama

Dorchester Arts The Corn Exchange, High East Street, Dorchester, Dorset DT1 1HF

Show of Hands DUO

Dad’s Army Radio HouR

Friday 13 April

Sunday 15 April, 3pm

MUSIC – Corn Exchange
8pm (doors & bar 7.30pm)
£23 / £21 members & concessions

THEATRE / COMEDY – Corn Exchange
(doors & bar half hour before performance)
£15 / £13 members & concessions

Steve Knightley and Phil Beer: two extraordinary
craftsmen with one unique sound. Dovetailing old songs
with new, this is an unmissable celebration of the duo’s
enduring impact on roots, acoustic and folk music. Show
of Hands weave story and melody to create a spellbinding
display of consummate musicianship.

Two actors, 25 characters and some of the greatest comedy
scripts of all time. In this brilliant radio-style show based
on favourite episodes from the legendary TV series, double
Fringe First Award winner David Benson (star of Think No Evil
Of Us: My Life With Kenneth Williams and Boris: World King)
and Jack Lane (Wisdom Of A Fool) use their mastery of the
art of vocal impersonation, bringing to life all the wonderful
personalities and brilliant lines from the pens of Jimmy Perry
and David Croft. “Don’t tell him, Pike…”. Pure joy.

with special guest Geoff Lakeman Saturday 14 April, 8pm

Multi-award-winning, and with five sell-out Royal Albert
Hall shows under their belts, the original duo format
makes a rare return to more intimate settings. Steve
and Phil’s special guest is compelling musician and
fellow Devonian Geoff Lakeman, chieftain of the brilliant
Lakeman tribe.

‘Classic British comedy recreated by two classic
performers. A show not to miss.’
Southside Advertiser ★★★★★
Proud to support the
Spring Season of Drama

Box Office 01305 266926 www.dorchesterarts.org.uk

Dorchester Arts

@DorchesterArts

Dorchester_Arts

27

Jay
Foreman’s
Disgusting
Songs
for
Revolting
Children
Skimmity HitcherS
+ Support

Friday 20 April

MUSIC – Corn Exchange
8pm (doors & bar 7.30pm)
£12 / £10 members & concessions
Please note this event is standing only
In what has become something of a yearly tradition,
cider-swillin’ reprobates Skimmity Hitchers return to
headline a triple bill night of live music. Hugely popular
in the West Country for their humorous and high-energy
take on the Scrumpy & Western genre, the four boys will
be taking over the town with their blend of razor sharp
parodies and home-pressed original material, no doubt
with a few surprises and a dancing badger thrown in
for good measure. This year’s quality support line-up
sees folk-rock festival favourites Imprints and local punk
youngsters Sinful Maggie.
28

Sunday 22 April

FAMILY / SPOKEN WORD / MUSIC – Corn Exchange
2.30pm (doors 2pm)
£9 / £7 members & concessions / £28 family ticket
(max. 2 adults)
Age guidance: 6+
Jay Foreman is a musical comedian whose songs have
been heard on BBC Radio 4, Radio 4 Extra, The One
Show, London Live TV and Dave Gorman’s UK/Ireland
tour. Jay provides a devilishly cheeky hour of songs,
poems and comedy for children of all ages in this family
friendly show which regularly sells out its entire runs at
the Edinburgh Festival Fringe.
‘My fellow child-wranglers laughed
happily, probably even louder than their
enthralled kids.’ ThreeWeeks ★★★★

Dorchester Arts The Corn Exchange, High East Street, Dorchester, Dorset DT1 1HF

Budapest Café
Orchestra
Thursday 26 April

MUSIC – Corn Exchange
8pm (doors & bar 7.30pm)
£16 / £14 members & concessions / £5 Live for 5
Back by popular demand! Expect more of the traditional
folk and gypsy-flavoured music from across the world
that we all loved last time. Raucous, toe-tapping Balkan
and Russian numbers are combined with jazz and swing
inflections, Klezmer, Romanian Doinas and Hungarian
Czardas, which are awarded fresh treatments before
they give way to a disarmingly beautiful arsenal of
ballads such as Andy Statman’s bitter sweet Flatbush
Waltz. The diverse repertoire often even strays over into
the technicolour territory of many a well-loved film or
television score such as the Schindler’s List theme.
‘The music is magic in their hands’
Sean Rafferty,BBC Radio 3
Box Office 01305 266926 www.dorchesterarts.org.uk

Bach Before
Leipzig

Elicia Silverstein and
Christopher Bucknall
Sunday 29 April

CLASSICAL MUSIC – Corn Exchange
3pm (doors & bar 2.30pm)
£15 / £13 members & concessions / £5 live for 5
Two rising stars on the European early music scene,
Italian-based American violinist Elicia Silverstein and
British harpsichordist and conductor Christopher
Bucknall, team up to present a recital of some of Bach’s
most varied, nuanced and fascinating instrumental music.
The works on the programme, which range from intimate
and conversational to dramatic and toccata-like, from
dance music to intense counterpoint, were all composed
during Bach’s time in Weimar and Cöthen, prior to his
famed stay in Leipzig.
Dorchester Arts

@DorchesterArts
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Join In

Dorchestra Community
Orchestra
Dorchestra is a welcoming community orchestra for those
who are learning an instrument or brushing up on existing
skills. Meeting once a fortnight on Sunday afternoons,
Catherine the conductor guides players through a vast
array of notes working towards public concerts each year.
If you are learning an instrument or picking up an
instrument long neglected in the attic you are very
welcome to come along to the next rehearsal to hear more.
Rehearsal times are 2:45-5pm with a tea break and the
cost is £25 per term.
Jan 7, 21, Feb 4, 18, Mar 4, 18, April 15, 29
Concert: 13 May with the Quangle Wangle singers at the
Corn Exchange at 3:30pm (Free entry, donations welcome in
aid of Dorchester Arts and the Dorchester Maltings project)
Contact Tess James, tess.james@hotmail.co.uk
30

Pop Club
A fantastic opportunity for young people to
discover and experience live music performance.
Each week Pop Club members get the chance to
engage in a wide variety of musical workshops and
perform using a sound system, under the guidance of
music producer Mickey Wills. Pop Club also plays live at
gigs and festivals throughout the year.
Saturdays at Dorchester Corn Exchange, 10:15 for a
10:30 start.
Jan 6, 13, 20, 27, Feb 10 24 (not on Feb 17 due to
Half Term), Mar 3, 10, 17, 24
£60 per term (sibling discount available)
Contact Dorchester Arts on 01305 266926 or email
enquiries@dorchesterarts.org.uk for details on how
to join.

Dorchester Arts The Corn Exchange, High East Street, Dorchester, Dorset DT1 1HF

Dorchester Youth Theatre
DYT is for young people who have a passion for theatre
and are interested in performing. It is led by Youth
Theatre Director Jo Simons, using improvisation, games
and devised scenarios.
Drama and role-play help develop children’s social
and emotional well-being as well as their creative and
critical abilities. Held at Dorchester Corn Exchange.
Primary, Juniors, Intermediates and Senior Company:

Parkinson’s Dance

Corn Exchange
£4 - Carers are invited to join in free of charge
A fun class with therapeutic benefits and movement
specifically designed for the symptoms of Parkinson’s.
Specially developed to be fun, stimulating, motivating and
challenging, these sessions support the improvement of
balance, coordination and suppleness. Sessions are led
by trained specialists and will be taught in a comfortable
and safe environment.
Tuesdays from 3 - 4.30pm
Jan 9, 16, 23, 30, Feb 6, 13, 20, 27, Mar 6, 13, 20
Not sure if this is for you? Let us help you decide: have
your first class for free.
Booking is not essential but if you require more
information please contact
enquiries@dorchesterarts.org.uk or 01305 266926

Spring Term: Monday 8 January - Monday 26 March
(not including 12 February Half Term)
MT@DYT:
Spring Term: Wednesday 3 January - Wednesday 28
March (Not including 14 February Half Term) NO session
on 7 March due to Senior Show
Performance Company:
Spring Term: Thursday 4 January - Thursday 29 March
(Not including 15 February Half Term)
NO session on 8 March due to Senior Show

Connect
Connect is a series of theatre and drama skill workshops
that are fully accessible and are for people that want to
explore their creativity and are perfect for those with little
or no drama experience. Thursdays 10.15am – 12.00
and is absolutely FREE!
Contact Dorchester Arts for more
information and workshop dates.

Box Office 01305 266926 www.dorchesterarts.org.uk

Dorchester Arts
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Have you heard about
membership?
Members are at the heart of our organisation and
make a huge contribution to our aim of bringing
arts to the whole community.

What are the benefits
of membership?
It works two ways. As well as playing your part in
supporting us financially with subscriptions and optional
donations, you will also receive the following benefits:

Become a Member
Annual membership rates
Individual Membership: £20
Joint Membership: £30*
Life Membership £200
*Joint Membership is for two named adults at the same address.
Membership Form
Name(S)
Address

• Discounts on tickets for most events
• Priority booking for some events
• Reciprocal membership of Bridport Arts Centre and
Marine Theatre Lyme Regis
• Invitations to launches and previews
• 10% discount at Frank Herring and Sons and
Steve Bane Fabrics
• Invitations to social events where you can meet
the Artistic Director and DA team

Postcode
Telephone
email
Signed

Date
I enclose Individual / Joint / Life* fee £
*Delete as appropriate

• An invitation to our AGM, to review the year and
give us your feedback
• Eligibility to stand for election to the Board

For more information call 01305 266926 or see the
Membership section of the website.
32

Donation £
Total £
I / we have set up a bankers order:
Please make cheque payable to Dorchester Arts and
return with form to: Dorchester Arts,
Dorchester Corn Exchange, High East Street, DT1 1HF

Dorchester Arts The Corn Exchange, High East Street, Dorchester, Dorset DT1 1HF

Bankers order
If you would like to pay by Bankers Order please
complete this section and take / send to your bank or to
us (we will post it on your behalf if you prefer):
Your bank
Bank Address
Please pay now and on 1st of
(month) annually
NATWEST (60-07-01)
49 South Street, Dorchester, DT1 1DW
Dorchester Arts account no. 69764751

Gift Aid (continued)
Please notify us if you:
• want to cancel this declaration
• change your name or home address
• no longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/or
capital gains
If you pay Income Tax at the higher or additional rate
and want to receive the additional tax relief due to you,
you must include all your Gift Aid donations on your
Self-Assessment tax return or ask HM Revenue and
Customs to adjust your tax code.

The sum of £
Account name:
Account no:
Signed

Date

Gift Aid (For donations only)
We can reclaim Gift Aid from the tax you pay for the
current tax year. Your address is needed to identify you as
a current UK taxpayer. In order to Gift Aid your donation
please sign below.
and any
I want to Gift Aid my donation of £
donations I make in the future or have made in the past
four years to Dorchester Arts.
I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less
Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than the amount of
Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in that tax year it is
my responsibility to pay any difference.
Signed

Date

Box Office 01305 266926 www.dorchesterarts.org.uk

Dorchester Arts
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How to Book
Dorchester Arts Box Office: 01305 266926
The box office is open Monday to Friday, 10am-4pm. At
all other times please leave your name, telephone number
and ticket requirements and we will call you back. Payment
is required when booking. Tickets are non-refundable and
non-transferable. You can also email your booking request
to: enquiries@dorchesterarts.org.uk
Tourist Information Centre: 01305 267992
Tickets are available from the Dorchester Library and
Learning Centre, South Walks House, Charles Street,
Dorchester, DT1 1EE. See website for opening times
(www.visit-dorset.com/visitor-information).
Online: www.dorchesterarts.org.uk
Concessionary prices (for events promoted by Dorchester
Arts): where available, these are offered to under 18s,
students, those in receipt of benefits and people on low
income regardless of age.

Future Fund Levy
All Dorchester Arts events are subject to a £1 Future
Fund Levy, included in the published ticket price, as we
work towards securing the future of Dorchester Arts and
Dorchester’s Maltings project.
In accordance with the law, ticket prices are the same
however you pay and are no longer subject to card
transaction fees.
34
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(and Town Hall)

Brewery
Square
Dorchester
South

Supported by
Dorchester Town Council
Box Office 01305 266926 www.dorchesterarts.org.uk

West Dorset District Council
Dorchester Arts
@DorchesterArts
Dorchester_Arts
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Supported by

DIARY: SPRING 2018

January
Wed 10 & Fri 12
Fri 19
Sat 20
Sat 20
Sun 21
Wed 24
Sat 27
February
Wed 7
Fri 9
Sat 10
Sun 11
Mon 12
Wed 14
Fri 16
Thur 22
Fri 23
Sat 24
Wed 28
Wed 28
March
Thur 1
Fri 2
Sat 3
Thur 8 & Fri 9
Sat 10
Wed 14
Thur 15
Fri 16
Sun 18
Wed 21
Fri 23
Sat 24
Thur 29
April
Wed 4
Wed 4
Fri 6
Sat 7 & Sun 8
Fri 13
Sat 14 & Sun 15
Fri 20
Sun 22
Thur 26
Sun 29

Dorchester Town Council

West Dorset District Council

Film
Music
AGM
Classical Music
Entertainment
Folk Music
Blues / Jazz

Kinetics
The Surfin’ Birds (Fuelled by Cider)
Dorchester Arts AGM
A Viennese Whirl (Swansea City Opera)
Codebreakers - The Story of Enigma (Dr Mark Baldwin)
Sultans of String
Bessie Smith: Empress of Blues and Jazz

6pm
8pm
11am
8pm
2.30pm
8pm
8pm

PC
CE
TH
CE
CE
CE
CE

Fundraiser / Join In
Music
Jazz / Swing
Family Theatre
Join In
Classical Music
Theatre
Fundraiser / Music
Fundraiser
Blues Music
Fundrasier / Music
Jazz Music

Jive Workshop
Emily Maguire
The Pasadena Roof Orchestra
The Sagas of Noggin the Nog (Third Party Productions)
Children’s Viking Workshop
John Hudson, Mario Lanza and Me
We Are The Lions, Mr Manager (Townsend Productions)
Thomas Hardye School Musical Showcase
Black and White with a Touch Of Pink
The Wildes
Thomas Hardye School Musical Showcase
Mike Denham Speakeasy with Mike Snelling

7.30-9.00pm
8pm
8pm
2.30pm
10am-12pm
8pm
8pm
1pm
7pm
8pm
1pm
8pm

CE
CE
CE
CE
CE
CE
CE
CE
CE
CE
CE
CE

Theatre
Comedy
Blues Music
Youth Theatre
Theatre fundraiser
Classical Music
Classical Music
Jazz
Family Theatre
Theatre
Comedy
Theatre
Comedy

Dylan Thomas: Clown In the Moon (Rhodri Miles)
8pm
George Egg - DIY chef
8pm
Elles Bailey
8pm
The Domino Effect (DYT Seniors)
7.30pm
The Boadicea of Britannia Street (Somerleigh Players)
8pm
Martin James Bartlett
8pm
Dorchester Piano Quartet
1pm
The Ronnie Scott’s All Stars: The Ronnie Scott’s Soho Songbook New Show
8pm
I Believe in Unicorns by Michael Morpurgo (Wizard Presents)
2pm & 4.30pm
Dominoes (Black Theatre LIve & Lighthouse, Poole)
8pm
Hardeep Singh Kohli: Alternative, Fact
8pm
Teechers by John Godber (Blackeyed Theatre)
2.30pm & 8pm
Mark Steel: Every Little Thing’s Gonna Be Alright
8pm

CE
CE
CE
CE
CE
CE
CE
CE
CE
CE
CE
CE
CE

Family Theatre
Join In
Blues Music
Theatre
Folk Music
Theatre / Comedy
Music
Family / Spoken Word / Music
Music
Classical Music

A Heart at Sea (Half A String)
‘Make a Fish’ Craft Workshop
Geoff Achison & The UK Souldiggers
Crimes Under The Sun (New Old Friends)
Show of Hands Duo with special guest Geoff Lakeman
Dad’s Army Radio Hour
Skimmity Hitchers + support
Jay Foreman’s Disgusting Songs for Revolting Children
Budapest Café Orchestra
Bach Before Leipzig

CE
TH
CE
CE
CE
CE
CE
CE
CE
CE

CE = Corn Exchange TH = Town Hall PC = Plaza Cinema

2.30pm
3.30-4.30pm
8pm
8pm / 3pm
8pm
8pm / 3pm
8pm
2.30pm
8pm
3pm

Arts 01305
The Corn Exchange,
High Eastwww.dorchesterarts.org.uk
Street, Dorchester, Dorset DT1 1HF
BoxDorchester
Office
266926
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